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Circular no: APSEZ/Marine/03/2026
Date: 22nd October 2026

To,

All Shipping Agents, Ship Owners, Operators, Charterers and Other Port Users

APSEZ, Mundra.

Subject: Compliance with MS (Requlation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026 notified 16"
September 2026.

This is to inform you that the Government of India has notified the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry
of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026. In accordance with the provisions of the said Rules, all
stakeholders are advised to ensure strict compliance prior to the entry of vessels into Indian Coastal Waters
and port limits.

Accordingly, all Shipping Agents are required to ensure that the following documents are submitted to the
Port Authority while declaration of vessels

- Declaration by Ship master / owner through shipping agent for other than Indian ship.

- Valid P&l Insurance Certificate issued by International Group of Protection and Indemnity Club or any
insurer authorized by the Central Government.

- Valid Class Certificate issued by classification society which is a member of the International
Association of Classification Societies (IACS) or a recognized organization. is required for following
age criteria vessels for other than Indian ships.

Oil Tankers and Chemical Tankers: Above 10 years of age.

Bulk Carriers, General Cargo Vessels and Passenger Vessels: Above 10 years of age.
LNG/LPG Carriers: Above 15 years of age.

All Other Vessel Types: Above 10 years of age.

O O O O

- As per DGMA Circular No. 69 of 2026 for ships other than Indian ships submission of following
documents will be required from 15t April 2027.

Valid Salvage Agreement / Contract.

Valid Marine Pollution Response Contract

Any other statutory documents as may be required by the Port Authority or Competent
Authority.

Shipping Agents shall verify and certify the authenticity, validity and adequacy of the above documents
before submission. Submission of incomplete, incorrect, expired or misleading documentation may result in
regulatory action.

All Shipping Agents are requested to disseminate this information to vessel owners, operators, masters and
other parties concerned and ensure compliance with the above requirements for all future vessel calls.

For Adani Ports and SEZ Ltd.

CONR AR

Capt. Ashish Singhal

Head Marine Services

APSEZL Mundra Port

CC: CEO desk

Enclosed: Copy of DGS circular 2026.

Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd Tel +91 02838 255781
Adani House Fax +912838 25 5110
P.O. Box 1 portopscenter@adani.com
Mundra, Kutch 370 421 www.adani.com

Gujarat, India

Registered Office: “Adani Corporate House”, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle, S. G. Highway, Ahmedabad - 382421, Gujarat, India.
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DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, MUMBAI

DGMA Circular No. 69 of 2026

File No.: 25-104/57/2025-NT-DGS (Comp. No.: 37653) Dated: 14.10.2026

Subject:  Exemption from immediate compliance to requirements under the Merchant Shipping
(Regulation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026, revised requirements for
' ships entering or operating in Indian coastal waters, reg.

The Government of India has notified the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into
Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026 (“the 2026 Rules”) vide G.S.R. 815(E) dated 16 September 2026, under the
Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025) (“the Act”). The 2026 Rules supersede the Merchant Shipping
(Regulation of Entry of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules, 2012 (“the Port Entry
Rules, 2012”). A copy of the revised 2026 Rules is available on the DGMA website.

2. The 2026 Rules apply to all Indian ships and to every ship other than an Indian ship that operates in or
navigates through Indian coastal waters, whether or not it enters an Indian port, anchorage or offshore
facility.

3. A ship other than an Indian ship entering or operating in Indian coastal waters, whose age exceeds the
threshold given under Rule 5 of the 2026 Rules, shall hold a valid certificate of class issued by a
classification society which is a member of International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) or
by a Recognised Organisation.

4. Further, as per Rule 6 of the 2026 Rules, every ship other than an Indian ship which enters, remains in
or sails out of an Indian port, seeking port facilities, or transits or operates within Indian coastal waters shall
be required to maintain a valid Salvage Contract and Marine Pollution Response Contract with an
entity approved under the Act. This specific requirement given under Clause 6(1)(c) of the 2026 Rules is
intended to ensure that salvage and pollution response support is available to a ship in the event of a casualty,
pollution incident or other emergency.

S The Administration has initiated the process of empanelment of salvors and marine pollution response
operators in accordance with the checklists specified under the Merchant Shipping (Wreck and Salvage)
Rules, 2026. The Merchant Shipping (Wreck and Salvage) Rules 2026 will be notified shortly. After
notification of the said Rules, the procedure for finalisation of retention of salvors and marine pollution
response operators in accordance with the Merchant Shipping (Wreck and Salvage) Rules, 2026 is expected
to take some time. For the said reason, the requirement at Clause 6(1)(c) of the 2026 Rules cannot be
complied with until the approved salvors and marine pollution response operators have been notified. Hence,
there is a need to provide a sufficient window period to allow ship owners and operators to enter into the

requisite contracts stated under the 2026 Rules. l/_
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6.  Therefore, to allow an orderly transition from the Port Entry Rules 2012, in exercise of the power
conferred by Rule 11 of the 2026 Rules, ships already operating in, or otherwise permitted entry into Indian
coastal waters are allowed a period of six months up to 01 April 2027, to comply with the additional
requirements introduced by the 2026 Rules. By the end of this period, owners and operators shall ensure
compliance with the revised classification requirements and to maintain Salvage and marine pollution
response contracts.

7. All ship owners, managers, operators, shipping agents and Port Authorities are advised to review their
existing arrangements and ensure full compliance with the 2026 Rules latest by 01 April 2027.

This issues with the approval of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways.

Capt. Vikram Singh Manhas
Dy Nautical Advisor£um-Senior DDG (T)

-

All ship owners, ship managers and operators

All shipping agents

All Major Port Authorities and the Indian Ports Association

All State Maritime Boards and State Governments having non major ports

All classification societies which are members of IACS and Recognised Organisations
Indian Coast Guard

All Mercantile Marine Departments and District Offices

INSA, ICCSA, MASSA and the Shipping Agents' associations
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I, 91T TREET 3R SIATR A

srfagEmT
T 2=, 16 fawax, 2026

AT.FLEA. 815(37).— F=XIT GLHI, ATOST qIq TRagd Afaf==d, 2025 (2025 FT 24) F¥ g7
174 F1 ITLUTIT (1) 3T ST (2) F G (F), (F) 30T (F), 97T 188 it IT&TT (1), €T 210 FT ST
(2) ¥ &= (), a7 230 F ITERT (1) ¥ ITERT (2) F &= (@), &7 260 F¥ ITERT (1) 7T ITERT (2)
*F GT (), &1 290, & 319 ¥ ITLTT (1) 3HT ITLUTT (2) F @ () 37T (3), 3T &7 320 it ST
(2) F AT & oTRAT FT TART Fd gU AT ATIOT T TRARA (TTA1, TR ST SATTE T Frararaar
H oAt & waer 7 fatAae) [, 2012 #5139 amat & Fam sfewia #7d gu, g v stfewao & 92
o T 2 = o 1 A ey e g, Refetaa e aardt @, saia-

1,618 A ST wrw- (1) =7 Al #7 @i qm Aoy 9 aRags (@@ qqg § T\t F Taer w7
farfeerae) e, 2026 2

(2) T TSI | I THTTH T ATLE AT TGT g |
2. AR AT -(1) T w3 9w &g i

7106 GI/2026 0
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(F) Tt AT T ;s

(@) ST qrat % fErT, vE a9 ST AR ® ey 9Hg § THATd A7 A8 40
ST 2, =T TH i T a9, SATTe, A9aer g a7 9 & Hiae T o o= § ya9r
F¥ AT TG

(2) T TR qEaIal, AT FgrE a7 T sl o f 99 F =i 91 S99 9T o ardt
T AR Tl g1 ST TEHT Fae I-SATaHT A TASAT & forT ITART 1 o

3. qRwmeTd - (1) = et |, 5t o T wa e | s st A 2 - -

(%) ““Fa AT T UH SHEST ATHAT 7, S SAATET THE GLAT S Afaqfef Ferat 1
qIET Agl g, S TR U T fHrRdt w7 § gET AT § ARy amEar aeEEt
T T FIA I T AT % AT FET AR G AT €, ST oraehn Jriaheor siw
U AT I FATH0T AT ST Fe U a9 fi sty % oo fAfeme gem

(@) “sfarf & arforsy 9ra gfeg afaf@em, 2025 (2025 #T 24) dfa g1

(M) “TTER" | HHET TLTHA F ARG STHIT 2

(71) “efT AT T AT AT FT THO-T3" F easy TP AT 396 FIT TTeFa et o
THTS FIT ST 4T 17 Smor-os ST 8, S 7 s F7ar g S 4t s
o= qeear, s ot 9% =1 JoaTe |@eaT it A, sl i e w7
o =T wrfSrerer ¥ Swee F AgE o 2

(7) “afafza fiarwat” & var SumEat afwm 8, S e ¢ Al s\t F dadage
qUE FT qaeT A5l g, I 39 et ¥ sefim Fi aeww g atwiza Sforeat @
T AEAT § AT e adEt # @ w 0 iEET §, S AeaE @
T FTHTFRAT TT AT ATAEGST T AT | ATAF F3I 8, e et arfesor gq o= a9
#1 srater  foro fAfdmrer R i U sraes uw aesor T s e

(=) “Frar & sfaard AT 77 AfaFa =i 39 aefim a9 U Fe F gdfm e
FA % U eraferd s faiia qean afova g, 3T =38 auel a4l & 999 § 99 &
AT o G | T 6 ST, T=TE A7 A et & forw dee aer #v
TS FTA a7 LA i eAfaqfd a7 afeafoa &

(@) “drmTERar & U ST AT, et w@9, 71 G gear semar satine g, S
orEar 8 3T A7 a7 SeaAeme T AF T U STl Fadl FT 9aed Fa9 g a7
FRT TR T AT\ 9 F el wrferga s o7 Srarehar a1 fa<i et waran g

(ST) "ZETAAA YT ATE TIEHMT UL SR Foaa” F T, F-ATHFRET TETH AT 377
Fataar afeaferg &, ST awg-aw7 9% Genfa saaga 998 F fewE JeHEe %
THRTIT BT 2l
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() “TITEE” T UG ATHRT AT FE AT HIASA AT ARE, T TIGF T TALEE AT
st g, e 7 afafRa & o % d=rem i e g s sadge geen
wee |  srefim A wdeat s SraaRat  FReea ¥ forw agaq garn g;
(=) "Hrag" AferRat” F e ot =rtw 31 ger sfena g, 59 | % st 91 g=es g
AT IFHT AL T A § Bt 05 o7 =19 | 999, 3L AT TEA F qae H qfwFkar F
=7 # w1 F:74 F forg s e o 8, i o e off sate wfeatera & S o= fa
F Al T F TR AT IATAF AT S ATIOT FIA, FEATES TG HA AT Tl
FT T FLA F oI ST 2
(2) = et § sk orss vd U S ety 8, o afatem § i € s 9@t o g, S
afarfaam & )
4, ST AIATT .- (1) T3F a0 B o2 T Fgw ) g €, afafee siv sas adfim swme ey
Rt % erefiw e = a9 ST T m)

(2) =T Faer % 7 srferoma B ST

() TF FATHAT, ST TTAAAA T A F TF U TS et 1 daeq g, A7
(@) fFaw 9 F orefid F=iT AL g7 WiaFa e | St av
(1) FTE = AT AT, AT B Fe g gy AR G s

5. TIRAT qat & a1 Tl g7 a9 % THIT 9 % g srvead- (1) 37 e & et o
IqaY 9T IidFe TATE T faT, Iefia 7 & FamT g O, 98T S § o9 wA AT THATAT
FIA ATAT, §

(F) T AT T AT T I IHTE SHT AT AT ST T
(F) U AT FIIT (TATLT) T, AT T8F, ATTT q0AT 9, A0 O a1 59 a9 F Jfew
T T St ST % JTeaTe s 9 AT
(1) U%E A H SATEF T TLATHT TTHIAF I EHT AT ALeATHA TS IToraT 49 36, AT
(%) T 9§ SATerew QO helt | o7 TR F7 a0
TR 3 G0 SITET &9 7 THI07 9 G107 AT

() TF ATHLOT FIETALT, FTG ANHL0T AT T T qG&T g gl AT

(F) TH HIAT ITH S5

FTHFI.- 26 IT-TAH F TASHT o T, "HIeTdr ST e € HFET TR A AT HORAT T,
FETIEEAT, LT, SIHEe 3T THI0E F1 & [HITE % TS F o F=0T 9 gy /1T 9"
FATRTOT T A7 37+ e srfsva g o

(2) =0 7w % yAeEt # forw, arq & e i w@oEr grer [t s\ 9 § 1y afateteg G
Y I T FT AT
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6. THT AYE | TALT FA IT TATAH L7 I TRAT Tt & a7 qat * fRorg s - (1)
WA 91 e ges 9, S G aRd e § yaa #7 @ e, e g mar ST | g,
JTqq qAETst f TeaT F G Y, AT AT THR & Hia TIEHA 7§19 F 2T 8, T8
(F) w4 % srefim AfAfEe Rt fimr s w@=mm ;
(@) a1 F71 v | yHorTs a9
@) sttty % qefim FqTw U ARy [AEEt F qHfi & uF s=Ewar & 9 UE
farfermTe a=ma "@faer i aaEr yguor gfatwar @feer aqre @)
(2) 9Tt T F fEma G off ora # geTersE A Aiaga atwswar, s R oft o ® y=er #Ar

FTEAT &, 39 T99 T HHT § q1F F T T FF F FH ASATCT He Tgel Haferd g ATy H UH
TETAST T FAT ST IT-FFH (1) F SATATAA T EATET F2A & TS & 0 @97+ g

(3) TorefT Y o1 T WoreT AT U HSREY &  Ug, TN ITTARTor ST it FATEmTar S 39 Aefia
srafera Freft off sefer seamastt i i wam

(F) 78 gitEa fBrar sro & S w1 s 71 s AT gt v F @ 9 § veer i
g 92 fafemTT 2 o yaor ff are  F9 F F9 9 qg i sty F o a gl 9w F
fa T g it TeATiara srafer S oft <t g % forv fAfem war 8

wiq T STt ST T ST 9 A7 e A g At aaAwmor & qefie g e geer
#FT AT O¥ FEfemTaar it O sEty A9 718 T w7 g, T ATEH0T 99T Y A & qFT
TATAF  FTT THTIT QT A o ST 1 THTTIS T FHIIH & Tge S AT 1H0T T STHIT 97T
STTEr0T T S AT

(=) =t % sATor oo it e s fF w5 % e smfea g s
(1) =T ST ST FHE Tguer St twar |@fear & Efemam

(4) S-FF=w (2) 37 (3) ¥ SToataa gearastt $1 gfaam, S swror 9= i ST Fir fAtemrar afeafea
g, HEtad 9= TTTEETOT g7 Sid® AT Sodeiias g § a7 Jorad g FfAfde fet o= Gfr =@
TET ST

(5) IU-FA (3) % 31l T % WA o for, o=aer arfareor e o

() gatera Sramrat it srfarTiis aaaTses 9% TR STty u<; 37
(@) FATHRAT AT I TTEFA FATIETAT FTT ST AAT FaLsT 61 ferraa I 9% 47
(3T) FATI F U g "1 9% S gorrEe gy Ay G s

(6) STt et T 1 S FRET ot o | w7, [EfEa 3T e IR @ gen 8, TAEE B R AT AT
= AT {ReAT &1 UF FAT T ARG THIT T TTH FHAMT T T % o Aeheaw aaq= - arfaspeor
FT IEHT TF T Teqd FHT, oo A g1 uad aifeseer 91 w7 Bema | o gar g A1 97
AT | TR F 9T § 99 a 6 fafemme i s 981 21 Smar g
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(7) =7 A=t F srefie < ware F3 are g Serwat ag g s fEF - -

() ST Faest it FAfEmATar Ruafa #r sufewier Jaeree o o0 awg & yefda G smar g &+
T TTTEEREOT T SHT O FATIA & TATd &f ST &

(@) stgt Su-fAm (3) # fafafdy fAfemmear it =maw st @ 781 gt 8, snfasie Jawme
3fa feoaforrt & arer fErfemrerar i Rufa #1 voe =1 7 yefdha @t 8; ¢

() steeRTF JaErse fafAfEe safe & Bl @i, sreat o = #1 saafda #2411 2l

(8) =0 = T AULATSH T AITAT AG! FLA ATAT FI W T SAterferae AT &=y 307 FT IT-e=T (1) F
Fefie Tt ¥ e sum s Ay F fore saeerh grm

(9) WA It Y H Aterf=ad &t 9T 307 F IT-GT (1) F AhA  qerEd g AR oy
AMEE, T8I T § G AT A8 F2A a1 [ A9 e797 777 g7 9, =18 0F Tq qeqera faeft
T AT R % AT T ST €I § Ta97 <, ITAAT & 912 A0 g

7. TE ZATET AT HeAT it Rt § ariacd. AHEt gared 7 HeAT § Sftad, /9w, Atage AT THET TaEr
F foro mawr 3oaw g A7 Rufa #, (1) 99ar gated a1 "ear 1 Rafa § sttaw, @9, Jag a7 a9t
ateae & form
() T T, g i wefidt & wETar o farhat F e #we ot e, ameata
sfaferaar, Sed Feavsr a1 arE F fGasm 7 ge6tag G afmfea €, st ot &
EST AT FAEawar &1 artera, faea a1 stega garteq 78! Haf

(=) TR, UEY TeEAT AT T2AT T AT TTH ZIF UL, STITAHTATT ST HRAT SUTAT % A0 ST
fawar &1 afk 31, T w9 3T giaemses aq % e id stare wmw, e Fwast i
P FAT AT FTET FHHR FIAT, Haraararst wf a9 [{fEe w74, &7 9| F |\, g9 i)
ety FmmRat sie, g sttt F |2 Fas, 4T A1 A F A F gy o By oft
foaTe, sreeata a1 stAtaar & g gu ot a9=a FAT aatea g

(1) STET TR T AAT 8 T3 Tfatwar 3o sragts, strsret ar fEerfaa €, semas vt s riars
FOA T FHIOT G THAT & ST SAFLTF qHAT 70, ¥ UHT FATe T ARG S 197 €T, dqergi
TEHAT ST AN S F S| 91 % T A7 AT | a1 ST A
(2) STt FT STHTHAT TRl THET THAT AT FeSAT F Farel | TTHA FIT AT ATEH FT AT 3 § THRA
BIAT & A7 Aqf=a T & IIATRAT, FEaRT AT ATITaHTe = STatRar & foro siraeas: giaem § 337 #7ar g, av
ST forfaa ® FTR0T &1 F34 F T i HATS FT AFGEL aF F TEd FuteiEd § & uF AT atew
FTATE FT, FATT; - -
(F) UF FTHTHAT HI AIAT AT 58 FT & ST SeA99d T A TEF9 U2 SSE Faa F7 957
&
(@) FT FEHR FRT ATHET SHhar I7 T 15d SHar & =7 § afegd F Swhar &
TTTErR0T T fReferd 31 arae &=T; 37
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() Tty T grar AfAfey ow farrat w5 arear 397 g F7 d)

(3) Stet Tt TqsT gated AT "HedAT § UF IIq  HiH{d g ST AT qal g, AT e dag § fiAr
STHTOTTS SETEET, SO, T2 AT AT AT g, AT gl SHTwaT AT A<= Gt TSI 61 Tg=T Agl il
STT |HAT § AT T Al (hAT ST TFHaT gl U ATHAT AT AT AT TTaT F T TATHA T Tgeft a1
T TATIIT F2A 7 AT FLA & A9 =l 6 S, TTEe AT ATTahTer = ST ST H FLeA
T e T T |

(4) 3u-farm (3) F srefim o 1o foeft oft sromarepTett=r SR ST &t @Ta 9ra o FETHT gIRT 98
#1 ol st srferfaam % Sade siw @np Bt g, w0 v F O uE wEr o g, o
T F T | T I AT 36 JTA 67 [6hT 6l S F a9 a7 STusm|
8. Atag ATHFaT & HTeAW & YAAF I AU - (1) AT T & F{amE el T F:7 =60, 00
ez Atsrwar & wreaw 7, a9 6 F qAfi9 srafera aEarast & 919, 98t dqgEt | AfAfdy v=r #
EATANRT =0T T qd F00, o AidF &7 § A7 Ieag i+ ATeaq ¥ 98qq Bhar S 9%ar g, S
Reforfed w1 avgs =1 8 srfsmmarior B S, i -
(F) STgt UF Aaga Afdwat s B o g, i qega atvemat f Faie {ftmer g &
Tg 9 TF TAEN 2, T TET T § Y97 FAT g 30 a9 aF T@ar ¢ o aF 0 q8f o
TEAT AT HLAT 8; AT

(@) T =7 F=Et % orefie Teqa Tt THor o, TETEst i AHERT T 9E F qarg A ST
T % STET 97 &Y 92t 2|
(2) =9 A=l F el s=Tew F Il a7 Tiagd T9Ta T 6T, AT AtHwar , T=Ees 6 7,

Feft o & waor & fow Ol o A A F A BT o e a7 srees #d gu, = A F
aefi fafAfae ot srearstt &1 srqamem gt Fam

(3) STl FIE ATag AtwFar == AFAT F otefim FFeft sreat &1 st giafaa #3 § oo vgar g, a1
SU-FAFw (1) F A9 TF OO TEGT FLAT & ST AAA AT ATHF AHAHET F I<h 912 AT 2, v T
srtersRor srfarfa = == A & aefim Ol off < % fem |, o3 Steg aftesat @ w5 off s
HTOTT T F2A 8§ T O SAFE F G6AT § S qF (6 TATEA FT Tg A 7 27 S0 T &r S0
TATH HTIHS ST 17 0 5

9. STUTHAT T TIFEHI - (1) FATET A TLAT 3 AT FAST F TaeT FIT AT 1971 =4 73t 5
TS % 1T /IFaT ST R

(2) TF AHATHRAT ST AT AT ATTIT FAAT F AT THZ FT TG Al g, U AW STHHAT AT TH
TFA SATHTHRAT & T H TTIEHTT AT TTTAFIT F AR T T F TGT 8, g O AqgHT § fAAfae
7= H 396 fAfATE Tt aeares & 9rr qermEd 1 e w4

(3) F=T weFE, AW 10 & st affa g By U geaiEa & g 9w, 39-fEH (2) § e
ATEF FT ATAFIT T T T 98 T q1T FT AT F o T fees gl 9= § AFEy awear
ATHEET HT 92T FAT g, U 9rat, Hrst a1 a9a-907 9% et % A= S Feaig aewmT Aaeqs aq|
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(4) JemEA =A et F qdi| wfaga avit farwatst g, arfasor f aoft, vE stew i
faferaTeaar it sater ofiw saw ET @ o od & 9 rfewiT Jadree 9T 997w W ST T
FET

10. oAy =1 wfem sk w1 - (1) Raw 9 F arefim B30 10 sreest 1 gears s % o faferfe
qIEAT | I<h UF qiufa anl, SToid; -

F) HETTH=TF - STEqe;
7) qifeFa AATEHIT - TS,

)
)
T) qifewa gaee - gaey gi=a;

=) T, T TREg A TAAR JArer T o gfafafer - geer;

) et T fAfaammE s A i % gfafafer - aeer;
) STHYA TATH FITATLL A 23T ¥ wiaffer - gae;

=) HAT T T T T - HEed;

) TATGLATA AgE T TTTEFHI F AfAf=fer - aae;

(%) AT FT TE-TA T HIS AT qaeT - e

(2) afafa T aqa=T § ARy amdet F g o [Faw 9 & aefia  wnferwer & oo sraeAt &
AFAT FIT

(3) afafy i So% F7 T F7 UF FoisT aU § AT AT ALAY F ATHIHd Ah T IATS ATUIAT, T
TOTgfe & 5 & FH e TEET TRt g, e steqet 71 39+ g7 Amiatey =i aftafoa grm:

g T afEf, Set A 2r, =9 el ¥ qefim s wrt & geret e & oo oy
ATATITh T3 AT T |
(4) TTHA, UF AT I S It q8A, =9 FImt F qefim wrfga dmrratet £ g= A aier 6w
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16th September, 2026

G.S.R. 815(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clauses (d), (¢) and (f) of sub-
section (2) of section 174, sub-section (1) of section 188, clause (e) of sub-section (2) of section 210, sub-section (1)
and clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 230, sub-section (1) and clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 260,
section 290, sub-section (1) and clauses (h) and (1) of sub-section (2) of section 319 and, sub-section (2) of section 320
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025), and in supersession of the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry
of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules, 2012, except as respect and to things done or omitted
to be done before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules may be called the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of
Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Application. -(1) These rules shall apply to—
(a) all Indian ships; and

(b) all ships, other than Indian ships, operating in or navigating through the coastal waters of India,
whether or not such ships enter any port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India.

(2) These rules shall not apply to warships, naval auxiliary or other ships owned or operated by the Government of
any foreign State and used for the time being only for non-commercial purposes.

3. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “accepted insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the accepted insurer level, and whose authorisation
shall be valid for a period of one year, renewable on fresh application;

(b) “Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025);
(c) “Administration” means the Director-General of Maritime Administration;

(d) ““certificate of insurance or other financial security” means a certificate issued by the flag State or any
other entity authorised by it, attesting that insurance or other financial security, such as a guarantee of a
bank or similar institution, is in force in accordance with the provisions of the applicable conventions to
cover maritime claims.

(e) “designated insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the designated insurer level, which criteria are more
stringent than those applicable to an accepted insurer, and whose authorisation shall be valid for a period of
five years, renewable on fresh application;

() “insurance” means compulsory insurance or other financial security required to be maintained under the
Act and the rules made thereunder, and includes Protection and Indemnity insurance providing third-party
cover for the ship owner’s, operator’s or charterer’s liabilities in respect of maritime claims arising from
ship operations;

(g) “insurer” means an insurance company, mutual association, or financial security provider that
underwrites insurance and is either a member club of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity
Clubs or any other insurer or financial security provider authorised by the Central Government under rule 9;

(h) “International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs™ means the association of independent, not-for-
profit mutual Protection and Indemnity insurers comprising the Principal Clubs, Affiliated Associations and
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reinsured subsidiaries, published on the official website of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, as amended from time to time;

(i) “operator” means the ship owner or any other organisation or person, such as the manager or the
bareboat charterer, who has assumed the responsibility for the operation of the ship from the ship owner
and has agreed to take over the duties and responsibilities enshrined under the International Safety
Management Code;

(j) “shipping agent” means any person or entity appointed by or on behalf of the ship owner or operator to
act as agent in respect of the ship's entry into, stay at, or departure from any port or place in India, and
includes any person authorised to make declarations, submit documents, or undertake obligations on behalf
of the ship owner or operator under these rules.

(2) The words and expressions used, but not defined in these rules, and defined in the Act, shall have the same
meanings respectively, assigned to them in the Act.

4. Insurance requirements.— (1) Every ship to which these rules apply shall possess insurance to the extent required
under the Act and the applicable rules made thereunder.

(2) The insurance shall be obtained only from—
(a) an insurer, being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs; or
(b) any insurer authorised by the Central Government under rule 9; or
(c) any other Indian insurer, as may be specified by the Central Government.

5. Requirements for certificate of class by ships other than Indian ships.— (1) Without prejudice to any other
provision of these rules, every ship other than an Indian ship, entering or operating within coastal waters, being—

(a) an oil product tanker or chemical tanker of more than ten years old; or

(b) a general cargo ship, bulk carrier, offshore support vessel, passenger ship, or any other type of cargo ship
of more than ten years old; or

(c) a liquefied natural gas tanker or liquefied petroleum gas tanker of more than fifteen years old; or
(d) any other type of ship of more than ten years old,
shall hold a certificate of class issued by—
(a) a classification society, being a member of the International Association of Classification Societies; or
(b) a recognised organisation.

Explanation.— For the purposes of this sub-rule, the expression “recognised organisation” means a classification
society or other body recognised by the Central Government for the purpose of performing statutory surveys, audits,
inspections, approvals and certification functions on behalf of the Central Government.

(2) For the purposes of this rule, the age of a ship shall be calculated from the date of delivery as recorded in the safety
construction certificate.

6. Requirements for ships other than Indian ships entering or operating in coastal waters.- (1) Every ship, other
than an Indian ship, entering into, present in, or sailing out of any Indian port, or seeking port facilities, or transiting or
operating within the coastal waters, shall—

(a) maintain a valid insurance, as specified under rule 4;
(b) maintain a valid certificate of class;

(c) maintain a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response contract with a salvor entered
into under the applicable rules made under the Act.

(2) The operator or shipping agent of every ship other than an Indian ship, seeking entry into any port, shall submit to
the concerned port authority, at least forty-eight hours prior to the ship's entry into the port limits of that port, such
documents as may be necessary for the purpose of ensuring compliance with sub-rule (1).

(3) Before granting entry or port clearance to any ship, the port authority shall verify the validity of the insurance and
any associated documents required thereunder including—
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(a) ensuring that the certificate of insurance or other financial security is valid on the date of the ship's entry
into coastal waters and remains valid for a minimum period of three months from the date of entry, or for the
anticipated duration of the ship's stay within coastal waters, whichever is longer:

Provided that where the certificate of insurance or other financial security is subject to annual
renewal and the remaining period of validity on the date of entry is less than three months, the port authority
may permit entry subject to the operator furnishing a written undertaking to renew the certificate before its
expiry and submission of proof of renewal to the port authority;

(b) the validity of the certificate of class as may be required under rule 5; and
(c) the validity of the salvage contract and the marine pollution response contract.

(4) Copies of documents referred to in sub-rules (2) and (3), including certificates and validity of insurance, shall be
maintained by the concerned port authorities in physical or electronic format or in any other manner as specified by
the Administration.

(5) For the purpose of verification under sub-rule (3), the port authority shall rely—
(a) on the information published on the official website of the respective insurer; or

(b) upon a written confirmation of insurance coverage issued by the insurer or its authorised correspondent;
or

(c) upon such other means of verification as may be specified by the Administration.

(6) Where the insurance of a ship has been cancelled, suspended, or has otherwise ceased to be in force for any reason
whatsoever, the operator shall immediately obtain a new or renewed certificate of insurance or other financial security
and submit a copy thereof to the nearest port authority for verification, failing which the port authority may detain the
ship or refuse port clearance until valid insurance is obtained.

(7) Every insurer providing insurance under these rules shall ensure that—

(a) the validity status of the insurance coverage is clearly displayed on its official website in a manner that
permits timely verification by the port authority;

(b) where the minimum period of validity specified in sub-rule (3) is not met, the official website expressly
displays the validity status together with appropriate remarks; and

(c) the official website indicates any limitation, qualification or deviation from the specified period of cover.

(8) Any ship not complying with the requirements of this rule shall be liable to the controlled measures and detention
of vessels under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act.

(9) The age norms, as may be specified by the Administration under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act in
respect of Indian ships, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to foreign-flagged ships operating or navigating in coastal
waters, irrespective of whether such ships subsequently enter any port or any other place within India.

7. Obligations in event of marine casualty or incident.— (1) In the event of a marine casualty or incident posing a
threat to life, property, navigation or the marine environment,—

(a) any dispute, disagreement, or uncertainty between the ship owner, the hull and machinery insurance
provider, and the insurer, including disputes relating to coverage or apportionment of costs, shall not impede,
delay, or otherwise affect the commencement or continuation of response measures;

(b) the insurer shall, upon receipt of notice of such casualty or incident, promptly respond, cooperate, and
facilitate the activation and continuity of emergency response measures, including by confirming coverage or
acknowledging the claim, nominating correspondents, and coordinating with the ship owner, the hull and
machinery insurance provider, and the competent authorities, notwithstanding any dispute, disagreement, or
uncertainty regarding coverage, quantum, or apportionment of costs;

(c) where the Administration considers that the response measures are inadequate, ineffective, or delayed, the
Administration may cause such action to be taken as may be deemed necessary, and the cost of such action
shall be recoverable from the ship owner or insurer in accordance with the insurance arrangements,
international conventions and applicable laws.

(2) Where any insurer fails to respond to a notice issued by the Administration in connection with a marine casualty or
incident within such time as may be specified or unreasonably delays response, cooperation, or facilitation required
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for emergency response, the Administration may by order, after recording reasons in writing and after giving an
opportunity of being heard, take one or more of the following actions, namely:—

(a) cease to recognise such insurer which is a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity
Clubs; or

(b) suspend or withdraw the authorisation of such insurer authorised by the Central Government as a
designated insurer or an accepted insurer; or

(c) cease to recognise such insurer specified by the Central Government.

(3) Where a marine casualty or incident involves a ship that is uninsured, or in respect of which the insurance
certificate is fraudulent, lapsed, cancelled, or otherwise invalid, or where the insurer or financial security provider
cannot be identified or contacted within twenty-four hours from the time the Administration first attempts to establish
contact with such insurer or financial security provider, the Administration may direct such emergency response
measures as are necessary be undertaken.

(4) The cost of any emergency response measures undertaken under sub-rule (3) shall be borne by the ship owner and
shall constitute a statutory debt due to the Central Government, recoverable from the ship owner, and from the
proceeds of the sale of the ship or its cargo, in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the applicable laws.

8. Declaration by operator through shipping agent. — (1) The operator of every ship, other than an Indian ship,
shall, through its shipping agent, submit to the port authority, together with the documents required under rule 6, a
signed declaration in the form specified in the First Schedule, which may be submitted in physical form or by
electronic means, duly authenticating the following, namely:—

(a) where a shipping agent has been appointed, that the appointment of the shipping agent is valid and
effective from the time the ship enters the coastal waters and remain so until the ship departs therefrom; and

(b) that all certificates, documents, and information submitted under these rules are true and correct to the
best of the operator's knowledge and belief.

(2) Without prejudice to the obligations of the operator under these rules, the shipping agent, on behalf of the operator,
making an application for the entry of a ship into any port or any other place within India, shall ensure compliance
with all requirements specified under these rules.

(3) Where a shipping agent fails to ensure compliance with any requirement under these rules, or submits a declaration
under sub-rule (1) that is found to contain any false or misleading information, the port authority may, in addition to
any penalty under the Act or these rules, refuse to accept any further declarations from such shipping agent until the
Administration is satisfied that adequate corrective measures have been taken.

9. Authorisation of an insurer. — (1) An insurance issued by an insurer being a member of the International Group
of Protection and Indemnity Clubs shall be recognised for the purposes of these rules.

(2) An insurer not being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, seeking
authorisation or renewal of authorisation as a designated insurer or an accepted insurer, shall apply to the
Administration in the form specified in the Second Schedule, along with all documents specified therein.

(3) The Central Government shall, on the basis of the evaluation carried out by the committee under rule 10, grant
authorisation to an applicant referred to in sub-rule (2), only upon being satisfied that the applicant fulfils the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule, subject to such conditions, limitations, or periodic reviews as the
Central Government may deem necessary.

(4) The Administration shall maintain and publish on the official website a list of all insurers authorised under these
rules, together with the category of authorisation, the period of validity of such authorisation, and any conditions
attached thereto.

10. Constitution and functions of committee. — (1) There shall be a committee to evaluate applications made under
rule 9, consisting of the following members, namely:—

(a) Director-General — Chairperson;
(b) Nautical Advisor — Member;

(c) Chief Surveyor — Member;

(d) Chief Ship Surveyor — Member;

(e) Nautical Surveyor — Member Secretary;
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(f) Representative from the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways — Member;

(g) Representative from Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India — Member;
(h) Representative from General Insurance Corporation of India — Member;

(i) Representative from Mumbai Port Authority — Member;

(j) Representative from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority — Member;

(k) Any other member co-opted by the Chairperson — Member.

(2) The committee shall assess applications for authorisation under rule 9 based on the criteria specified in the Second
Schedule.

(3) The meetings of the committee shall be convened at least once in a calendar year by the Chairperson or a nominee
of the Chairperson, and the quorum shall consist of at least half of the members, including the Chairperson or his
nominee:

Provided that the committee may, where necessary, convene such additional meetings for the effective
discharge of its functions under these rules.

(4) The Administration shall, at such intervals as may be considered appropriate, review and update the list of
insurers, not being members of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, authorised under these
rules, and may remove from the list any insurer whose authorisation has been suspended or withdrawn.

(5) The committee shall forward its recommendations to the Central Government, which shall have the final authority
to approve or reject such recommendations.

(6) The fee payable in respect of an application for approval or renewal of insurers made under the Second Schedule
shall be ten lakh rupees.

(7) Subject to the provisions of these rules, the committee may regulate its own procedure, including the manner of
seeking additional information from applicants, the procedure for making representations, and the recording of
minutes of its meetings.

11. Power to exempt ships from these rules. — (1) The Administration may, with the prior approval of the Central
Government and in conformity with the provisions of section 300 of the Act, exempt any ship or category of ships
from any specific requirement under these rules, in whole or in part, for a specified time, subject to such conditions as
may be deemed appropriate:

Provided that such exemption shall be granted only if the Administration is satisfied that granting the
exemption shall not contravene India’s obligations under any of international conventions and that the ship in question
provides an equivalent level of safety and environmental protection by other means.

(2) Any such exemption granted under this rule shall be documented and may be revoked at any time if the conditions
attached are not fulfilled or if the reasons for granting it ceases to apply.

12. Power to deny entry, detain or move ship. —Where the Central Government has reasonable grounds to suspect
that a ship—

(a) which proposes to enter a port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India, does not comply
with the requirements of these rules, it may direct the proper officer to deny such entry under section 137 of the
Act;

(b) does not comply with the requirements under these rules or poses a threat of harm to the coast or coastal
waters or has caused such harm, it may direct any proper officer to detain the ship under section 290 of the Act
or have the ship moved to such place and for such period as it may deem fit.

13. Penalty. — (1) Any contravention of these rules or failure to comply with any requirement thereof shall be liable to
penalties as specified in the Act.

(2) Whoever breaches any rule herein, for which no specific penalty is provided under sub-section (2) of section 281
of the Act, shall be liable to a penalty which may extend to fifty thousand rupees, and if the breach is a continuing one,
with a further penalty which may extend to five thousand rupees for every day after the first day during which the
breach continues.
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1.

3.

4.

a.

FIRST SCHEDULE
(See rule 8)

DECLARATION BY SHIP OWNER OR OPERATOR THROUGH SHIPPING AGENT

Ship Particulars

1.1. Name of Ship:

1.2. IMO Number / Official Number / Call Sign:

1.3. Flag of Registry:

1.4. Port of Registry:

Operator / Owner Details

2.1. Name:

2.2. Registered Address:

2.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E-mail):
Shipping Agent Details
3.1. Name of Shipping Agent:

3.2. Address of Shipping Agent:

3.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E-mail):

Declaration

I, the undersigned, hereby declare as follows:

The appointment of the shipping agent named above is valid and effective from the time of the ship's

entry into Indian coastal waters until departure therefrom.

The ship holds valid insurance or other financial security complying with the Merchant Shipping

(Regulation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026.
The ship holds a valid certificate of class as required under rule 5 of the said rules.

The ship has in force a valid salvage contract and a valid marine pollution response contract with a

salvor authorised under the applicable rules made under the Act.

All certificates, documents and information submitted in connection with this declaration are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I am aware that any false declaration renders the

declarant liable to penalties under the Act.

I am duly authorised to make this declaration on behalf of the ship owner or operator named above.
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5.

Signature of Declarant

5.1. Name:

5.2. Designation:

5.3. Company / Organisation :

54. Place:

5.5. Date:

5.6. Signature:

5.7. Company Stamp / Seal (if any):

For Official Use

6.1. Date of Receipt:

6.2. Documents Verified: Insurance [ Class certificate 0 Salvage contract 0 Marine Pollution
Response Contract 0 Others O

6.3. Entry/Port Clearance Granted (Yes / No):

6.4. Remarks (if any):

6.5. Signature and Stamp of the issuing Authority:
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[See rules 3(a), (e), 9(2),(3) 10(2) and (6)]

MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, MUMBAI

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OR RENEWAL OF INSURERS UNDER RULE 9 OF THE
MERCHANT SHIPPING (REGULATION OF ENTRY OF SHIPS INTO COASTAL WATERS) RULES, 2026

PART A
GENERAL PARTICULARS
1. Name of Applicant ettt et ettt ettt e et et ne et eaeten
(Insurance Company)
2. Country and Place of Incorporation L e ettt s
3. Date of Incorporation L ettt ettt ettt ettt eeneenen
(Certificate of Incorporation to be enclosed)
4. Category of Authorisation Requested : O Designated Insurer

[J Accepted Insurer

5. Application Fee [Ten lakh rupees]

6. Receipt Number / Transaction Details
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PART B

REGULATORY, FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ELIGIBILITY

Sr. | Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer Accepted Insurer Compliance Remarks
No. Status (Substantiating
Documents to be
submitted)
1 (2) 3 ) ) )

1 Registration with insurance Mandatory Mandatory Regulator of country of
regulatory authority incorporation. Proof

required.

2 Authorisation to Mandatory Mandatory Licence scope to include
underwrite protection and maritime third-party
indemnity risks liabilities

3 Membership of recognised Preferable Preferable
marine insurance
association

4 Experience in underwriting Mandatory Mandatory
marine liabilities Minimum ten years Minimum five years

general insurance general insurance
including five years | including three years
marine marine

5 Type of insurer Mandatory Mandatory

Government owned or | Government owned
holding company or holding company

6 Paid-up capital Mandatory Mandatory

Minimum USD 100 Minimum USD 50
million million

7 Free reserves Mandatory Mandatory

Minimum USD 300 Minimum USD 150
million million
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8 Audited financial Mandatory Mandatory

statements Last three completed | Last three completed

financial years financial years
9 Credit rating of applicant Mandatory Mandatory
Minimum BBB+ Minimum BBB+
(S&P) or equivalent (S&P) or equivalent
10 Credit rating of reinsurer Mandatory Mandatory
Minimum BBB+ Minimum BBB+
(S&P) or equivalent (S&P) or equivalent

11 Disclosure of reinsurance Mandatory Mandatory Retention, layers, lead

programme reinsurer, governing law

PART C
OPERATIONAL AND CLAIMS HANDLING CAPABILITY

Sr. | Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer | Accepted Insurer Compliance Remarks
No. Status
(1) @ 3) @) ®) ©)
12 Policy wording covering Mandatory Mandatory

maritime claims under Parts

IX and XII of the Act
13 Explicit coverage for wreck Mandatory Mandatory

removal, pollution, salvage

and emergency response
14 Acknowledgement of Mandatory Mandatory

India’s right to prescribe

unlimited liability for wreck

removal
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15 Ability to issue certificate of Mandatory Mandatory
insurance or other financial
security enabling direct
action
16 Availability of financial Mandatory Mandatory
security instruments Letter of Undertaking Bank Guarantee
or Letter of acceptable to
Indemnity or Bank Indian ports.
Guarantee acceptable
to Indian ports.
17 24 x 7 availability of local Mandatory Mandatory
correspondents or lawyers in
India
18 Dedicated India nodal Mandatory Mandatory Can be nominated from the
officer or India desk correspondent
19 Claims handling and Mandatory Mandatory Average settlement
settlement capability timelines and escalation
mechanism
20 Disclosure of outstanding Mandatory Mandatory Statements for preceding

claims or litigation in India

three financial years

Note: For the purpose of claims disclosure, no claim shall be treated as outstanding where legal liability of the insured ship
owner has not been finally determined or where enforcement of a judgment or arbitral award is not pending.
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PART D
RESPONSE READINESS AND STATUTORY ALIGNMENT
Sr. Evaluation Criteria Designated Accepted Compliance Remarks
No. Insurer Insurer Status
(1) @) 3) @) ®) ©)
21 | Contract with approved Mandatory Mandatory
marine pollution
response  operator  in
India
22 | Salvage, marine Mandatory Mandatory
firefighting, HNS and oil
spill response contracts
23 | Undertaking for real-time Mandatory Mandatory
data sharing with Port
Authorities and DG
24 | Affidavit of compliance Mandatory Mandatory Merchant Shipping Act,
with Indian laws 2025 and rules made
thereunder
25 | (a) Declaration of past Mandatory Mandatory Consolidated | Nil declaration, if
regulatory sanctions or affidavit applicable
enforcement actions shall be
notarised
(b)  Undertaking  for Mandatory Mandatory before a
annual compliance Nota‘ry
confirmation Public  and
executed by a
(c) Acceptance of right Mandatory Mandatory person  duly
of inspection and audit authorised by
by Administration the applicant
(d) Obligation to report Mandatory Mandatory Financial, rating,
material changes ownership, regulatory
status
(e) Acknowledgement of Mandatory Mandatory
grounds for suspension
or withdrawal under
these Rules

[F. No. SY-19014/199/2025-MG-Part(10)]

VENKATESAPATHY S, Jt. Secy.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhl l 10064

and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-11005

SARVESH KUMAR 1.,
o SRIVASTAVA &=




