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Circular No: APSEZL/Marine/05/2025   
Dated: 03rd May 2025 
 
To,  
Shipping Lines/ Agents,  
Adani Vizhinjam Port Private Limited.  
Vizhinjam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.  
 
Sub- Pilot Boarding / Disembarkation Arrangements at AVPPL 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
For attention of Agent, Vessel Masters and Crew calling AVPPL 
 
This Trade Notice shall be read in continuation to the existing Trade Circular No: 
AVPPL/MARINE/05/2024. 
 
Ensuring the safety and efficiency of pilot boarding arrangements is mandatory as per 
International Standards and crucial for the smooth and efficient Port operations. This 
circular outline the required standards and procedures for pilot boarding arrangements 
in compliance with international regulations, including SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 23 
and IMO Resolution A.1045(27). 
 

 All pilot boarding arrangements must comply with the provisions of SOLAS Chapter V 
Regulation 23 

 The pilot ladder must be certified and regularly inspected to ensure it is in good 
condition. 

 The rigging of the pilot ladder must be supervised by a responsible officer. 
 The required ladder height for boarding/ de boarding is to be as per the guideline as 

provided from Marine control / Pilot prior to berthing/ unberthing.  
 Adequate lighting must be provided for the pilot boarding area during night 

operations. 
 A lifebuoy with a self-igniting light and a heaving line must be available at the pilot 

boarding area. 
 A responsible officer must be present at the pilot boarding area to assist the pilot.  
 Clear communication must be established between the ship and the pilot boat before 

the pilot boarding operation. 
 The responsible officer must ensure that the pilot is informed of any specific safety 

concerns or operational issues. 
 The Lader should be rigged with a retrieval line leading forward. 

 
Apart from the above-mentioned standard guidelines for pilot ladder rigging, it is 
emphasized that the pilot ladder must be secured using manila ropes and not solely 
with D-shackles.  The ladder must be sufficiently fastened to the deck and the ship's 
side to ensure stability and safety during boarding. 
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Compliance with these guidelines is mandatory to ensure the safety of pilots and the 
efficient operation of vessels. Any deviations or issues must be reported to the AVPPL. If 
pilot finds deficiency in rigging pilot ladder same may attract charges against the 
deficiency noted as per BPTS with issuance of a warning. In case repeated deficiencies 
are observed in same vessel, the same will be reported to PSC / MMD for further action. 
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For, Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt Ltd. 

 
Thanking you,  
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 Cc: CEO desk 
 
Enclosed -  Trade Circular No: AVPPL/MARINE/05/2024. 
  DGS Circular No. 19 of 2025 
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